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1.
2.
3.

To promote, support and provide service to the Old Government House, " in
any way which has the approval of the Director of National Parks.
•v
To foster interest among the members and public of South Australia, in the
history of the House and adjacent buildings.
To raise funds which may be used for the administration of the group and
for any other specific purpose which has the approval of the
Director of National Parks.

2.
PRESIDENT'S PARAGRAPH
.1991 has been a busy year for so many of Our members. Not only have the routine
commitments been maintained (rosters, social, cleaning, souvenirs and projects),
but there have been additional demands, of the National Parks Centenary Year.
On 19th December members dressed in Victorian Costume, to attend the launch by
the Premier, John Bannon, of the centennial year.
Since then there has been the Musical Recital Night, when members were treated'
to delightful piano and singer, and we supplied supper in the Coach House.
The Twilight Tea was a great success, and we saw our Patron, Betty Lewis, hand
over the Victorian Wardrobe which completes the correct furnishings for the main
house.
Greatest of all is our year as hosts of the Friends of Parks 'Forum on 7 and 8
September. The small committee to plan the Forum has met so often and has planned
to detail. It really is going to be a magnificent Forum, with two top class Guest
Speakers; selected topics and group discussions; heritage walk; orchid walk and
viewing of the back country of the park; and of course our sit - down dinner in
the Belair Community Centre, when the Minister of Environment will be there and
will present awards.
As for the catering - it should be superb, and the response from the members has
been marvelous. So many of you are helping with food - thank you.
Remember that we are hosts for the Forum, and to be friendly and .warm to all
of our guests from all over the State. These Forums are great occasions and so
interesting, so try to attend as much as possible, and see for yourself.
Finally, all are welcome to our home at 1.21 Sheoak Road, Belair, on Friday 6
September between 7.00 and 9.00p.m. for a "welcome coffee night" to start off the
Forum Weekend.
Thank you to Ev for producing yet another of our popular newsletters.

Dianne
(PRESIDENT)

Cordes

3.
AND FROM THE EDITOR
The National Parks Centenary Year has been a splendid year from the Friends of
Old Government House. Our achievements have been great, we have welcomed new
members, both Rostered and Associate, and our social program has been varied and
enjoyable. Gate takings have increased and we have found that visitors are showing
an increasing genuine interest in Old Government House, its governors and its
history. Children with their parents, or with school groups, always seem to enjoy
their visits enormously.
Many of you will have seen our gifts and projects over the last year, particularly
if you came to our February Twilight Tea and Name Day. There was great admiration
for the elegant French Empire clock, c.1840, and the Victorian mahogany silk-lined
wardrobe in the main bedroom. We have also had electricity installed in the
Servants' Cottage which had been much needed.
A pine dresser for the Coach House has just been purchased and will be used to
display souvenirs. Hugh Campbell, Special Projects Officer, will restore this by
adding some glass doors and brass locks to enable the souvenirs to be locked away
when necessary. A Victorian fender to replace the Edwardian one in the sitting
room of the Servants' Cottage has been bought recently and this too needs a little
restoration.
Last, .but not least, to complete our Centenary projects are the stone steps
leading up to the sun dial in the garden, and the multi-display screen which you
will read about in one of the following pages.
We have had some' f. superb social functions, and many of you attended the Recital
of Lieder with Karl Schenscher playing an Edwardian Grand as well as our own Wornum
cottage piano and Hilary Pinkerton singing so beautifully. Held over two nights,
it was all the more exciting because it was the first musical evening at Old
Government House open to the public. Guests were enthralled at seeing the dining
room with its beautiful Victorian ornaments and paintings by soft candlelight.
The evenings concluded with a special champagne supper in the coach house.
Many of our members enjoyed a bus tour of the Clare area, even though the weather
was not the best. Other special outings included a Long Weekend in the Flinders
Ranges to attend a ceremony to unveil a plaque at the "Cazneau" tree, and an
historic ramble through North Adelaide proved to be a fascinating outing. All of
these occasions have been very well attended.
Thank you all for another year of caring for the Old Government House. 'four
Ev
Campbell
EDITOR

CONDOLENCE
We were saddened to learn of the death of
Mrs. Betty Cane. Betty had been ill for
her interest in the Old. Government House
our sincere sympathy to Betty's sister,
family..

one
some
and
Peg

of our Founding Members,
years but had retained
the Friends. We extend
Ligertwood, and Betty's

Mr. Glen Moritz had been a Rostered Member for some years, and used to attend
meetings regularly with his wife, Kath. Glen died recently and will be missed by
us all. Our deep sympathy to you and your family, Kath.
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AWARDS PRESEOT7ED AT THE 1991 NP & WLS FORUM
CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION
(Excerpts from the June 1991 Community Chain Newsletter)
BEST CULTURAL AND FUNDRAISER

-

THE FRIENDS OF OLD GOVERNMENT HOUSE

The Friends completely operate the public role of the Old Government House. Each
year they convene a public exhibition which has now become widely known and has
its own following. Previous exhibitions have included Victorian Kitchens, Lace
Making, Egg Decorating, China Painting and Victorian Leisure Hours. Dressed in
period costume, the Friends mount a fantastic display of heritage crafts, heritage
foods, preserves, jams, biscuits, cakes, packets of heritage garden seeds, flowers
and plants. A raffle is run.
The artistic skills are amazing. They include heritage calligraphy in pencil
writing, cards, and old recipes and preserves that are seldom seen today.
Absolutely strict adherence to Victoriana is preserved. The public, after leaving
the Coach House sales area, is treated to the pleasure of seeing live crafts being
demonstrated in the rooms of the main house and servants' cottage.
The effort by the Friends is great and all the money raised is spent on Old
Government House, restoring furnishings, piano, clocks, barometer, etc. It all;,
leaves NPWS funds available for other pressing areas of conservation,^ and\ ensures
that the heritage is cared for. A paved verandah has been built onto the coach
house and electricity installed, and this is a wonderful boost when weddings and
photographic sessions are held. Culture and fund raising are combined by the
Friends of Old Government House.
PAM TAMBLYN

-

FRIENDS OF THE OLD GOVERNMENT HOUSE

Pam is a founding member of 1983, and has been Treasurer for six years. She has
done this job to perfection, collecting subscriptions from one hundred members,
going to Old Government House weekly to collect the weekend revenue and take it
to the bank. Her petrol usage and time, week after week, year after year, is
substantial. Pam also leads the group's catering in heritage style for which the
Friends are renowned.
An annual craft exhibition at Old - Government House brings in huge attendances,
and the Easter Exhibition of 1991 raised $4000. Pam was the main convenor of this
and other exhibitions. In her last Annual Report, Pam advised that the OGH had
6938 visitors, raising $9727 and 2898 volunteer hours were put in. In addition,
stalls and souvenirs raised $2776, plus the $4000 from exhibitions.
As an Honorary Treasurer, Pam, in the last year, handled a turnover of
approximately $23,000 - a great effort for National Parks.

*EditoK'A hlote:

The. above, ^iguAeA would have. bzzn takzn ixom the.
1990 Annual RzpoAt.

PICNICS IN THE PARK
Belair National Park is celebrating its centenary in 1991. Despite
intermittent moves over the century of its existence by small dedicated
groups to maintain it as a natural habitat, the park has always been a
popular venue for recreation for the people of Adelaide.
Picnics of all kinds and various leisure activities have always been
popular. The following items reflect in some ways how the park was
f^DaktN'
used in this connection.
A notable excursion to the area was the visit in November 1867 of the
Duke of Edinburgh, the second son of Queen Victoria, where he was able
to enjoy the hospitality of the Governor/^ and see natural bushland at
first hand. Always interested in the natural world, he had surprised
Adelaide dignitaries on a visit to the Botanic Gardens with the names
of many species of Australian flora and with his remarks about the
kangaroo rats which, as children, he and his brothers had kept at
Windsor Castle.

On the night of 8th November, 1867, the Prince was escorted to the
Government Farm at Belair by the Governor for a moonlit hunting
exhibition. The trees abounded in possums and a welter of shooting
ensued, with the Prince killing 52 animals and leaving 43 skinned
carcases resting among the trees. "He proved himself a very good
sportsman", one of his entourage was to comment. Such an attitude to
this and the many hunts that featured in his Australian tour brought
little adverse comment from the public of the time.
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Following the hunt, the Duke is reputed to have breakfasted in the environs
of the Governor's -cottage, residence on the Government Farm. The meal,
although traditional, would have been set up picnic style on the bushland
outside of the post and rail fence around the building and the cooking
done over an open fire of hot coals - roasted cuts of lamb, pork and
gammon; bacon, eggs and kidneys; chicken dishes and pies; as well
as cold fare and salads, all accompanied by strong black tea. No doubt
the Vice-regal breakfast would have included something stronger as well
as some of the fancier cakes and scones, before the party left again
for the Adelaide Plains.
-77
>
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Several years later, the Government Farm was set aside as the first National Park
in South Australia and the 1890's and early 1900's saw a flourishing of picnic
and sporting activities in the park.
Several accounts were published in the last part of the 19th Century on the food
requirements for such outdoor events. Mrs. Beeton, in her inimitable style, tops
them all with her recommendations, as follows:
BILL OF FARE FOR A PICNIC FOR FORTY PERSONS
Meat and Salads - One joint of cold roast beef, ' one joint of cold boiled beef,
2 ribs of lamb, 2 shoulders of lamb, 4 roast fowls, 2 roast ducks, one ham, one
tongue, 2 veal and ham pies, 2 pigeon pies, 6 medium lobsters, one collared calf's
head, 18 lettuce, 6 baskets of salad, 6 cucumber.
Fruit, Cakes, Bread and Biscuits - Stewed fruit, well sweetened, in well corked
glass bottles, 3-4 dozen plain pastry biscuits to accompany fruit, 2 dozen fruit
turnovers, 4 dozen cheesecakes, 2 cold cabinet puddings in moulds, 2 blancmanges,
a few jam puffs, one large cold plum pudding (this must be good), a few baskets

of fresh fruit, 3 dozen rolls, 6 loaves of tin bread (for tea), 2 plain plum
cakes, 2 pound cakes, 2 sponge cakes, one tin mixed biscuits, half a pound of
tea.
Things not to be forgotten - A stick of .horseradish, a well corked bottle of mint
sauce, a bottle of salad dressing, a bottle of vinegar, made mustard, pepper,
salt, good oil and sugar.
If it can be managed

-

A little ice.

It is scarcely necessary to say that plates, tumblers, wine glasses, knives, forks
and spoons must not be., forgotten, as also teacups and saucers, 3 or 4 teapots,
some lump sugar and milk (if this last named article cannot be obtained in the
neighbpurhood). Take 3 corkscrews.
Beverages – half a pound of tea (coffee is not suitable for a picnic, being
difficult to make), 3 dozen quart bottles of ale, packed in hampers, ginger beer,
soda water and lemonade, of each 2 dozen bottles; 6 bottles of sherry, 6 bottles
of claret, champagne a discretion, any other light wine that may be preferred and
2 bottles of brandy. Water can usually be obtained, so it is useless to take it.
It is not for us to wonder about the water on this occasion, considering the
quantity of other liquid refreshment provided. If you should venture to attempt
an outing like either of the foregoing, then I leave you with the greeting
"Bon Appetit, my friends!".

Pam, I would not dare take just a few fritz sandwiches to the Heritage Picnic later this year
after reading this article. Ed.PAM TAMBLYN

•Suites
At the Annual Grocer's Picnic, Belair National Park, December 1907. Photo
courtesy Bob Nichols.
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Highlights of Picnic Day

*

Steam Ranger trips to the park - as picnickers did 100 years ago

*

Ecumenical Church Service (all denominations) for everyone

*

Horse and carriage rides around the park

*

Vintage and veteran car displays

*

Old fashioned cricket and tennis matches along with colonial games

*• Bands, buskers and bubbly entertainers will be moving from one picnic
ground to another continually providing the buzz that the day will have

*

People just simply enjoying their natural heritage and environment

Sunday 17th November
Belair National Park
Steam Ranger
Admission $3/car, pedestrians free
For further details contact 231 1754
or 213 0620 A
gjk DEPARTMENT OF

*gf ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING

THE HELD NATURALISTS' SOCIETY OE SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. SmKh Australia's Hirst Conservation Group

Bring family & friends - make it a club day. ;, Perhaps dress-up
to celebrate the occasion. Some simple ideas for colonial
costumes.;
Wear one and feel part of the day ..........we'ar the lot and make the day!

SPSA 0306S
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OLD GOVERNMENT HOUSE WEDDINGS
Betty Tucker, Special Group Convenor
When Vonnie Neale and I agreed to be, responsible for supervising weddings in the
grounds of Old Government House, I must admit that I at least had some misgivings
about this commitment, for a number of reasons, including a suspicion that we
might find it a rather tedious task at times.
However, this has certainly not proved to be the case, as we have met so many
different people, including a few acquaintances from times gone by, and have seen
weddings staged in so many different ways, that we have been stimulated,
entertained and enlightened.
One ceremony that lingers in our memories was conducted by a very small, greyhaired lady who arrived with her husband in their car, to which a trailer was
attached, and from this they unloaded a small, round, white, plastic table, a lace
cloth for same, two large white foam vases in which were arranged orange, white
and yellow plastic flowers, six short, white plastic posts looped to each other
with white ropes, and a red" carpet square. All of these items were meticulously
set out in the coach house, as .unfortunately the weather was threatening.
In addition, the, trailer was equipped to supply the strains of "The Wedding
March""' from Lohengrin, and suitable incidental music, and the lady herself was
wired for sound, so that her husband, who remained outside by the trailer, could
follow the ceremony, and at the appropriate moment press the right button and feed
in the suitable music, which task he performed most efficiently, despite having
to brave a continuous drizzle.
The wedding party was worthy of the celebrant, as the groom, his two attendants,
and the Dads were resplendent in Royal Ascot gear and, in addition to the bride
and her two bridesmaids, there were twin, slightly rebellious, page boys, and a
small flower girl, who wore a pink frock with bouffant skirt and lots of frills.
Obviously much thought had been devoted to the planning of this wedding ceremony
and we were sorry that the weather was unkind.
Before another ceremony, the groom and his best man arrived early in order to
organise the music per tape recorder. They bustled about very busily, dressed
alike in white shirts and black trousers, held up by colourful red floral braces,
which matched their neat bow ties. As the time for the bride's arrival drew nearer
and nearer, I began to become rather agitated and finally said, rather diffidently,
"Don't you boys think that it is time to put your coats on now?" They thought this
remark hilarious. "This is IT"., they said. "If you knew how hard it was to find
these matching ties and braces you'd never suggest that they should be covered
up!". And they weren't!! They were delightful young men.
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We vividly remember the bridegroom whose trousers were a little short for him,
and whose scarlet socks were therefore dazzlingly evident. Why did he choose that
colour? Were they a lucky charm, or of sentimental significance? The reason
remained a mystery, but we wondered how the photographer coped with this problem.
One of our happiest weddings was also one of the most colourful, as many of the
guests came from theatrical circles.
The lovely little bride, dressed in'" a traditional, full length, white satin
bridal gown, walked up the steps to the terrace on the arm of her only bridesmaid
who also wore white, but what a contrast! Her frock was sleeveless and backless,
with a barely knee length 'powder puff skirt and, as she was beautifully 'suntanned, she looked stunning. Everything went off smoothly until the time came for
the bridal party to leave, when only one of the expected two Ford Capris arrived
to transport them to the reception. So the four young people, and their driver,
squeezed into this small car and sat laughing and joking and drinking champagne
until they thought their guests would have arrived at the venue for the reception.
I hope they are still as happy today as they were then.
We have been fortunate that the sun has shone for most of these ceremonies, and
the lawn and terrace have certainly provided a lovely setting for a wedding. Some
of these weddings have been first, and some second marriages, but on each occasion
an atmosphere of romance, optimism and caring has been evident. Many of the
couples have come to thank us for our part in preparing for the ceremony, and Von
and I have enjoyed sharing,, in a very, small way, in the happiness and excitement
of their special day.
/ "? <■■'

—ooOco—

OLD GOVERNMENT HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHIC DISPLAY
This eye-catching and popular display has been one of our Friends group's
centenary year projects.
It consists of a system of light-weight panels with photographic and historical
material about the Old Government House and the governors who used it, and
information and photographs about the role and the varied activities of the
Friends. Photographs were mainly contributed by Richard Coombe, Ron Tamblyn and
Frank Kahlbaum and the historical material and layout by Pam and Ron Tamblyn.
For nearly all of 1991 it has been on display in the Mitcham and Hills districts,
Belair Park and in the city at banking venues, usually for 2-4 weeks at a time.
The comments from the public have been very favourable and those who have had
it on display so far would welcome it again.
It is good to see how well this display has served as publicity for the Old
Government House and our group.
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MOVING
Many of you will no doubt have heard of, seen pictures or read about the cable
cars of San Francisco. Some may even have ridden them.
The local story is that a business entrepreneur of the last century, seeing
the great difficulties which the horses, working the horse-drawn tramcars of the
time had on the slippery. slopes of the almost mountainous streets on the city,
and they are very steep, believe you me, had the idea that if only the cars
themselves could .-be attached to some sort of winding machine, the troubles would
be over. Incidentally, the streets are so steep that I found at least one case,
near Grace Cathedral, on the top of Nob Hill, in which the sidewalk, (footpath to
us) had steps cut into it as it would have been almost impossible to climb the
hill without some such aid.
Anyhow, the idea developed in the setting up of winding machine houses, running
continuous loops of cable, miles long, running in slots in the middle of the
tracks, laid along the centres of the roads. This idea, once developed into
practical application, was widely adopted around the world, as will be noted
further. Although evolved for a very hilly city, it was most practical in rather
flatter environments, and had more success in such locations. However, the very
lack of grades to be tackled may have been an important factor in their eventual
replacement with what are now more conventional means of public transport such as
electric tramways, then busses. But they continued in the face of other opposition
in San Francisco, the .reputed-town of their birth.
In the early 'eighties, they were deemed to be in parlous state, and the
decision was taken to refurbish the whole remaining system, partly with an eye to
tourism (their quaintness being an obvious attraction), and they were taken out
of use for something like two years, from September 1982 until June 1984, while
at least ten million US dollars were raised and spent, virtually rebuilding the
system, cars, machinery and all. A number of commercial firms joined in the rescue
effort, and they are memorialized in the cars, where they could be individually
acknowledged. But the large public effort was largely un-noted, but far from unnoticed. San Francisco has an enduring love affair with its cable cars.
The system now has two main routes, one split to provide two parallel services.
San Francisco is on the northern tip of a very hilly peninsular which faces the
similar but somewhat smaller peninsular of Marin County across the gap forming
the Golden Gate, the entrance to San Francisco Bay. This is a harbour which
compares favourably with Sydney's. The mainly checkerboard street pattern runs
slightly off the north-south-east-west, veering slightly counter-clockwise, so to
speak, but it is easiest to refer to the cardinal points of the compass for
direction, without getting things too much wrong, for this purpose, at any rate.
At the northern tip of the city lies, in a linear park called the Embarcadero,
the Ferry Terminal Building, dating from the early years of this century. From
its piers there fanned out as many services as Sydney's Circular Quay ever boasted
of - some of which still run. One of the Cable
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Car services, California, runs from near this point down the centre of the city,
up and over Nob Hill to Van Ness, near the Twin Peaks, a popular look-out from
which virtually the whole city can be seen. This is crossed on Nob Hill by the
other" two, which run from the shopping centre, near the T-junction of Powell and
Market Streets, next to the F.W. Woolworth department store crossing California
Street to run two parallel routes to near the Fisherman's Wharf, and to the Hyde
Street Pier, which hosts the US Maritime Museum.
The two basic routes use two distinct types of car, California double-ended,
and Powell single-ended. Each has an enclosed cabin, with inward-facing seats
along the sides, and one, or- both ends have "outside " seating arranged, again
longitudinally, back to back, with a space between for the operator, known as the
Gripman. There are running-boards along the sides with a number of stanchions for
"strap-hangers" (there are no straps, but numbers of passengers are to be seen
hanging on to the sides of the car, and mostly enjoying it). The reason for the
difference is that the Gripman changes ends at the Embarcadero and Van Ness ends
of the California run, whereas the other runs are equipped with turn-tables at
each end of their lines. The Gripman controls his car with three huge levers, one
applying the grip, a clamp-like device, to the cable, thus attaching the car firmly
to the cable running at about m.p.h., the second is the normal brake, acting by
applying brake-blocks to the wheels, and the third is the emergency brake
.operating by leverage and main force to lift the car onto long runners, lined
with wood, taking the weight off the wheels, and virtually immobilising the
vehicle. It’s a pretty piece of judgement to release the grip at the right moment
when approaching a turn in order to allow the car to free-wheel around'1 the
Corner, then to re-apply the grip without losing too much speed. The grip cannot
be allowed to encounter the guide wheels steering the cables around the corners.
The heart of the system is at the Carbarn, not far from Nob Hill, in which the
winding machines are always on view (now of course electric), together with a
small museum and bookshop. It was beside this bookshop that I came across an early
book (about 1904 as I remember), on cable-car technology around the world, open
at a chapter describing the system in our Melbourne. Where's that gone? There is
also a film running at frequent intervals describing briefly the history and
present operation of the system. Maintenance takes place while the system is
asleep, between 12.30 and 6.30 am most days. Every so many days, as few as a six,
so I understand, one or other of the cables has to be completely renewed, a
complicated operation consisting of cutting the old cable, joining the new onto
the cut, and then running the whole through the tunnels and slots in the road,
taking in all some 1\ hours.
As there is no power, other than for lights when operating at night (I didn't
see that, so I don't know), so there is no sort of horn, only a bell, with the
gripmen ring their own special rhythmic patterns. But the cars have absolute
traffic priority, and such is the respect that local drivers, in other respects
most aggressive, pay that these slow-moving vehicles, with their loads of human
bodies hanging to their sides seem to have an amazing immunity from accident. As
I said earlier San Franciscans have an enduring love affair with their cable cars,
which now have the status of US National Treasures. Moving Heritage indeed.
ALLAN BIGGS

20

15.
As we drove south out of Yellowstone National Park we felt sad to leave the Park
Staff who had showered such hospitality onto us.
And our research here had
been so fruitful, ranging from History, Uniforms, Signs, Friends Groups, Museum,
Seasonal Rangers, Concessionaires, Volunteers, Brochures, Tourism, Wildlife,
Geysers, Gift Catalogues, Fire, Commercial User Licences.
All this was from
the World's first National Park of 1872.
We drove for a short visit to Grand Tetons National Park, then on through
rural Wyoming until at the end of the day we reached Salt Lake City in UTAH.
We returned our 4 wheel drive vehicle to the airport, found nearby a nearby
Motel and got some relaxation - badly needed after a month of constant pressure
timetable.
At 9 a.m. next day we flew out of Salt Lake City, to St. Louis in the middle of
USA. Here we were supposed to be one hour before boarding another flight to
Nashville, Tennessee.
We tried to fix up our forward bookings for the next
week and were shocked at the rudeness and reluctance to help by the people in
St. Louis Airport. So, we demanded to see the Manager, but they would not
accept our Churchill Fellow Tickets provided via Qantas in Australia, insisting
we pay again. This we refused to do, and waited until another city where we
got recognition of our tickets with ease.
Dianne bought food and the
Assistant threw her change at her, while I got the same treatment by a Bank
Teller.
Meanwhile, our hour was up so we went to board our plane and to our dismay we
missed it. Now, we would be stuck in this Airport for five more hours!! Oh, what
dismay.
I spent it "writing up research notes while Dianne read books.
At last we got out of St. Louis and flew to Nashville where a Motel was found
nearby; an excellent place.
Here the people speak with such a 'Cowboy Drawl'
that we thought they were joking - no, they were natural!!!
Next day after another scrumptious American breakfast, we hired a car and drove
to The Great Smoky Mountains National Park, staying at our favourite town in
USA, called GATLINBURG, right on the edge of the Park in South Carolina.
So beautiful, alive and picturesque was this mountain town, bustling with
thousands of specialty shops, people and yet glorious scenery, that we were
overjoyed. Got a nice Motel for $25.00 per day. Went straight to the Park.
Here we were treated to great hospitality, We interviewed Trade Unions,
Maintenance Workers, Volunteer Field Excursion Guides, Volunteer Film and Poetry
and Music show in a theatre, learnt about their 50th Anniversary Celebration in
the Park and brought their souvenir medallions, slides, books etc. in a thriving
Friends of Parks Sales Shop. A retired Priest helps staff at the Visitor
Centre, as a Volunteer. The best Visitor Centre Display we ever saw was here floor to ceiling glass prism columns with preserved plants and animals in them the plants display roots, leaves and flowers - unique.
That Night we were astounded to see that the shops stay open all night. We ate
Baked Potatoes for tea, and sat chuckling at the enormous number of obese people
to be found there. Never before or since have we seen such specialty shops we walked until 12.30 a.m., buying too much while doing so.
Breakfast was at a Pancake House - my God, the size of them!!
Five on each
plate, filled with cream and blueberries.
No more could we face after that.
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Went to do some more research in the park. Motored to a high look-out called Clingman's Dome
where the true blue Smoky Mountains are viewed after about one mile steep climb. The roads
are one-way loop trails, featuring narrow auto trails which I'd like to see in South Australia.
One way traffic on sealed trails. We walked 'extensively in thick forest, aghast at the beauty
of maples, dogwoods, rhododendrons, silver bells trees, etc. Just exquisite, with bubbling
streams over rocky beds. Here, we were at peace with nature - a true national park.
Every historic building, relic, etc.", is preserved. A whole village, Cades Cove, is run by
volunteers as_a working, live, historic display - fabulous! We also visited an Indian
'Reservation and saw Black and Grizzly Bears.
That night we set out to tea again, and again walked in fabulous GATLINBURG which we shall
never forget as long as we live.
Nor that whining, cowboy country accent.
Yellowstone was wonderful but the Great Smoky Mountains were even better, both as a park,
research results and sheer beauty.
*** Next to Everglades in Florida ***
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